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bill is a comprehensive immigration 
bill, open and accessible to all. 

Diversity visas are one of the few 
ways and paths that those from Africa 
and the Caribbean have to become 
American citizens. 

In many African countries, whole cit-
ies gather to hear the results of the di-
versity visa lottery. What’s more, im-
migrants from Africa and the Carib-
bean typically are more educated, with 
the ability to contribute to our econ-
omy right away. 

If we are going to have true com-
prehensive immigration reform, then 
we must keep the diversity visa lottery 
intact at its current levels because our 
diversity is what makes this Nation 
great. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on the motion to suspend the 
rules on which a recorded vote or the 
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which 
the vote incurs objection under clause 
6 of rule XX. 

Any record vote on the postponed 
question will be taken later. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SUR-
VIVOR BENEFITS CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS RESOLUTION, 
2014 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 91) mak-
ing continuing appropriations for death 
gratuities and related survivor benefits 
for survivors of deceased military serv-
icemembers of the Department of De-
fense for fiscal year 2014, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The text of the joint resolution is as 
follows: 

H.J. RES. 91 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the following sums 
are hereby appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
death gratuities and related benefits for sur-
vivors of deceased military service members 
of the Department of Defense for fiscal year 
2014, and for other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. (a) Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 
for fiscal year 2013 in the Department of De-
fense Appropriations Act, 2013 (division C of 
Public Law 113–6) and under the authority 
and conditions provided in such Act, for ‘‘Op-
eration and Maintenance’’ and ‘‘Military 
Personnel’’ accounts for continuing the fol-
lowing projects and activities that are not 
otherwise specifically provided for in this 
joint resolution or the Pay Our Military Act 
(Public Law 113–39), and for which appropria-
tions, funds, or other authority were made 
available by the Department of Defense Ap-
propriations Act, 2013: 

(1) The payment of a death gratuity under 
sections 1475–1477 and 1489 of title 10, United 
States Code. 

(2) The payment or reimbursement for fu-
neral and burial expenses authorized under 
sections 1481 and 1482 of title 10, United 
States Code. 

(3) The payment or reimbursement of au-
thorized funeral travel and travel related to 
the dignified transfer of remains and unit 
memorial services under section 481f of title 
37, United States Code. 

(4) The temporary continuation of a basic 
allowance of housing for dependents of mem-
bers dying on active duty, as authorized by 
section 403(l) of title 37, United States Code. 

(b) The rate for operations provided by sub-
section (a) for each program or activity shall 
be calculated to reflect the full amount of 
any reduction required in fiscal year 2013 
pursuant to— 

(1) any provision of division G of the Con-
solidated and Further Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2013 (Public Law 113–6), including 
section 3004; and 

(2) the Presidential sequestration order 
dated March 1, 2013, except as attributable to 
budget authority made available by the Dis-
aster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (Public 
Law 113–2). 

SEC. 102. Appropriations made by section 
101 shall be available to the extent and in the 
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act. 

SEC. 103. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this joint resolution or in the applicable ap-
propriations Act for fiscal year 2014, appro-
priations and funds made available and au-
thority granted pursuant to this joint resolu-
tion shall be available until whichever of the 
following first occurs: (1) the enactment into 
law of an appropriation for any project or ac-
tivity provided for in this joint resolution; 
(2) the enactment into law of the applicable 
appropriations Act for fiscal year 2014 with-
out any provision for such project or activ-
ity; or (3) December 15, 2013. 

SEC. 104. Expenditures made pursuant to 
this joint resolution shall be charged to the 
applicable appropriation, fund, or authoriza-
tion whenever a bill in which such applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization is con-
tained is enacted into law. 

SEC. 105. This joint resolution shall be im-
plemented so that only the most limited 
funding action of that permitted in the joint 
resolution shall be taken in order to provide 
for continuation of projects and activities. 

SEC. 106. It is the sense of Congress that 
this joint resolution may also be referred to 
as the ‘‘Honoring the Families of Fallen Sol-
diers Act’’. 

This joint resolution may be cited as the 
‘‘Department of Defense Survivor Benefits 
Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2014’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN) and 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. VIS-
CLOSKY) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and I rise in support of House 
Joint Resolution 91, the Honoring the 
Families of Fallen Soldiers Act. 

Our government has no greater re-
sponsibility, Mr. Speaker, than to take 
care of the families of our brave men 
and women who have fought and died 
for our country. This bipartisan legis-
lation provides continuing appropria-
tions to ensure that, if troops are 
killed serving our country, our govern-
ment will honor its obligations to them 
and their families without delay. 

Specifically, the bill would provide 
for the payment of death gratuities and 

other benefits, such as military hous-
ing allowances, to the families of our 
fallen soldiers. It would provide for au-
thorized funeral and burial services for 
servicemembers and their families. 

This measure would also pay for fam-
ilies to travel to meet the remains of 
their loved ones returning home. This 
bill provides appropriations to pay ben-
efits upon the deaths of military serv-
icemembers. 

My colleagues, while this bill is writ-
ten as a ‘‘continuing appropriations 
act,’’ I want to be very clear. The in-
tent of this legislation is to fully fund 
the specific benefits for all authorized 
recipients. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a solemn duty 
to take care of our troops and their 
families, especially as we remain a Na-
tion at war. 

Our men and women serving in uni-
form, serving in dangerous places all 
over the globe, deserve the peace of 
mind of knowing that during the worst 
of times their families will receive the 
benefits they deserve immediately. 
This bill removes any ambiguity on 
this point. 

This is a bipartisan bill with Demo-
cratic and Republican cosponsors that, 
I believe, should pass with over-
whelming support. 
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Mr. Speaker, we are all looking for 
legislation upon which we can reach 
consensus. I am hopeful this bill will 
bring us together, and I urge support 
for it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. VISCLOSKY. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise, first of all, to 

thank Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN for bringing 
this legislation to the floor. I want to 
thank Chairman YOUNG of the Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee and the 
subcommittee members for their work, 
and I certainly support the gentle-
man’s legislation. 

Unfortunately, the Department of 
Defense had to report that since Octo-
ber 1 of this year, 17 servicemembers 
have perished whose survivors would be 
entitled to a death gratuity payment. 
So the gentleman’s legislation is cor-
rect in that it is timely, and it should 
pass. 

The only other observation I would 
make at the beginning of the debate is 
the House passed the Pay Our Troops 
Act, H.R. 3210. I would hope that none 
of our colleagues are under the 
misimpression that we have solved all 
of our problems relative to our na-
tional defense because, in a comprehen-
sive fashion, essentially, it deals with 
about 40 percent of the Department’s 
budget. 

The problem that Mr. FRELING-
HUYSEN is attempting to address today 
is but a slice of that 60 percent that, 
unfortunately, the Government of the 
United States has not dealt with since 
the beginning of the fiscal year. But, 
again, I strongly support and thank the 
gentleman for his efforts. 
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